Skittle Talk by KINGPIN – 25th November 2011
There were a few upsets in the current rounds of the Wyke Smugglers KO Cup matches where lower teams overcame higher opposition. 
Division 1 entertained Division 3 at the Waverley Arms in the KO Cup when Barbarians visited to play Megastars and it was the home team that threw first. Carl Sargeant started the match with a 15-pin stickup and the team played well to reach a total of 64. Barbarians couldn’t match that pace and reached just 49 to fall 15 pins behind. It got worse for the visitors when Martin Hibberd finished Megastars second hand with a 13-pin square and although Barbarians improved in their reply they lost another 2 pins to trail by 17. The visitors pulled back 12 on the next two hands with some steady skittling, although the home team helped with some poor totals. Sargeant hit another 13-pinner to start Megastars sixth hand, but with a couple of low scores they only managed to reach 57. Barbarians reply was an excellent hand, totaling 73, with squares from Phill Bowley (14) and Gary Wilmot (15) which put them 11 pins ahead going into the last hand. Megastars finished with a steady hand of 53 setting the target at just 43. Barbarians had no trouble with this and hit a good team effort of 59 to secure the victory by 17 pins.
A similar encounter at Wyke WM Club when Div 3 Wyke Missorts received Barmy Army from the top flight in their KO Cup match. Army went first and with a dreaded oxo in their hand they totalled just 44. In reply Missorts didn’t play too well but still managed to reach 54 to take a 10-pin lead. The second hand saw the visitors get into gear and with stickups from Ross Marks (12) and Rob Sibley (13) total 69. Missorts totalled 57 in reply and went 2 pins down. A 13-pin stickup from Mark Reid in the Army’s third hand saw them into the 60’s again and with a steady reply Missorts lost just 2 pins to trail by 4.The fourth hand was to be the turning point of the match and although Alan Coles took a 14-pinner in the Army’s hand, John Grant finished Missorts reply with the same score but Missorts won the hand by 3 pins. Just 1 pin behind with three hands to go. No squares for the Army in their fifth hand of 54, but again Grant finished for the Missorts to put them 5 pins ahead. Kevin Goddard hit a 13-pin square in Missorts sixth hand to stretch their lead to 8 going into the last. The visitors hit just 52 in their last effort and with John Hardy taking an 11-pin square in Missorts chase they romped home by 13 pins in an enjoyable and sporting game.
Into the Secretary’s Cup and the encounter at Weymouth WM Club when Pugwash’s Pirates from Division 5 visited to play Div 2 WWMC Wreckers.

Wreckers started well with a hand of 59 which was finished with a 15-pin stickup from Mark Murphy. In reply the Pirates hit 48 to trail by 11 pins. Another two pins to the Wreckers after the second hand, but then their third hand started with an oxo and they totalled just 40. The Pirates didn’t play that well but they did manage to total 45 to reduce the lead to just 8 pins. They pulled back 2 pins on each of the next two hands and their sixth hand of 61 saw Wreckers flounder, totaling just 45 to put Pirates into the lead for the first time in the match. Murphy finished the Wreckers last hand with another 15-pinner to set Pirates needing 49 to win. Holding their nerve they totalled 57 to take the game by 9 pins.

At the Chapelhay Tavern Chapelhay Charmers (Div 2) played Wyke Imps (Div 1). Imps started with a hand of 51, but Charmers roared past them with a first effort of 61. Although Garry Hill hit a 12-pin square in Imps second hand Sam Greening beat it with a 14-pinner and they totalled 69 stretching their lead to 26 pins. From then on the Charmers played well and after five hands led by 42 pins. Although Imps won the last two hands they lost the game by 32.

There was a local derby match at South Portland Conservative Club when Div 4 Tophill Exiles played Div 3 Portland Conmen. Exiles took the game by the scruff of the neck early on and won the first five hands to lead by 32 pins. Conmen won the last two hands but still lost the game by 21.

