Skittle Talk by KINGPIN – 20th January 2012
Two drawn games emerged from this weeks fixtures in the Weymouth & Portland Skittle League one of them coming from Division 2 of the Ladies league. The venue was Wellworthy Social Club when Muppets, who were relegated last year, but are actively chasing a return to the higher echelons, received mid-table Rebel Chics. Muppets led off with a hand of 46, but when Chics finished their reply with a 1, the home team took an immediate 7-pin lead. Muppets second hand reached only 43 and this time the visitors rallied to reach 49 and grab 6 pins back. Muppets seemed to be getting worse and only totalled 41 on their third hand and when Chics hit a good hand of 61, which included a 14-pin stickup from Win Wood, they found themselves with a unexpected 19 pin lead. Muppets came together as a team on the fourth hand reaching 56 and with Chics poor reply of just 45, the lead was reduced to 8 pins. Again Muppets put in a poor hand of 42 and with some steady skittling the visitors managed 49 to stretch their lead to 15 pins. Muppets sixth hand was another good team effort totaling 56 and this time Chics fell apart, scoring just 43 and Chics went into the last hand leading by just 2 pins. A steady hand of 53 from Muppets set Chics a target of 52 to win. The top half did their bit totaling 27, but that included a bolted stickup, and the bottom half were left needing 25 to take both points. The pressure was too much and the last player was left needing 8 to win. She did manage to take seven and grab a welcome point. This leaves Muppets one point behind the leaders Buffers, who just managed to overcome third placed team Bluebells by 2 pins at the Centenary Club.
The other game was at the Waverley where Hardballs visited Untouchables in a Division 3 match. Both teams are placed in mid-table but a couple of victories for either side could move them significantly up the table. The home team led off and Roger Hawkins hit a square in Untouchables first hand but failed with the third ball. However, they did total 57 and when Hardballs replied with just 46, they took an 11-pin lead. The second hand saw Hardballs improve but they still lost the hand by 2 pins. The home team saw an oxo in their third hand but still managed to reach a 48 pin total and in reply Nathan Hall hit a 10-pin square for the Hardballs and they managed to pull back a single pin. Untouchables fourth hand saw Dan Suansarakaew hit a 14-pin square, but it was somewhat negated when the next player scored an oxo. They totalled 47 and this time. Although they started with a 3, Hardballs played a lot better and helped by a 14-pin square from Jason Corbridge they totalled 54 to reduce Untouchables lead to just 5 pins. The home team hit 47 again on their fifth hand and when Hardballs could only total 44 the lead was extended to 8 pins. Another oxo in Untouchables sixth hand and a poor total of just 36 gave the visitors hope and they played steadily to total 52 and take the lead for the first time, of 8 pins, going into the last hand. Untouchables rallied again, hitting 46, but setting Hardballs just 39 to win. A couple of twos and a three left the last man needing 8 to win, a score he had only achieved once before in the match. It was a gallant attempt and he managed 7 to tie the match.
There was also a single pin victory in one of the Ladies Division 1 matches when BOWS visited Wyke Social Club to play Wyke Skylarks. BOWS started the game and with Jayne Gates hitting a 12-pin stickup they totalled 54. Skylarks equalled that in their reply and the second hand saw Gates again hit a square, this time of 14 to help them total 57. The home team hit 51 in reply and the visitors took a 6 pins lead. Trudie Comben hit a 15-pinner in BOWS third hand but Skylarks replied with squares from Kate Hayward (13) and Wendy Hill (11), reaching a total of 59 and squaring the match. Julie Walker helped BOWS to a fourth hand total of 58 with a 16-pin square and with Skylarks replying with 53, BOWS went back into the lead by 5 pins. A 13-pin square from Carolyn Baker in the visitors fifth hand was matched by Jan Farn for the Skylarks, but the home team squared the game again. BOWS sixth hand was a good team effort and reached 58. Skylarks fell away, totaling just 48 to go into the last hand 10 pins adrift. BOWS last end of 48 left the home team needing 59 to win. A tall order! They started well and with the top half hitting 32, the bottom half were in with a chance. Then came a four and the pressure built. Three 7’s to finish with weren’t enough and BOWS took the game by just 2 pins.
